Early Years
Foundation Stage
Transition

Frequently Asked Questions about your child starting
school

Will my child have to socially
distance?






Current guidance is that EYFS children are too young to
socially distance.
We will ensure that children wash their hands regularly, that
surfaces and items are cleaned thoroughly, and that soft
furnishings are not in use.
Areas of provision may be limited at first, for example sand
and play dough will not be available.

What uniform does my child need?

Do they need to wear uniform in September?
You can order items with the
school logo on online or in
store. Please note your child
will be full of paint, water,
sand etc so it might be
worth buying some cheap
uniform, supermarkets have
a good range.

Information about school uniform
can be found on our website…

In Nursery and
Reception we ask that
children wear polo
shirts and no tie, rather
than a shirt. The
buttons are often too
difficult and the polo
shirts are easier for all
the messy play we do!

What does lunchtime look like?

Why do I have to pay £10 for dinners when I am
providing a packed lunch?

Nursery

In Nursery your child has their
lunch in class with their friends,
they bring a packed lunch to eat.
Nursery lunch time is from 11.4512.15pm.

If your child accesses 30 Free Hours then you will
pay an additional £10 if you wish for your child
to stay all day. This is to cover the cost of
lunchtime supervision. If you do not wish to pay
this, you are able to collect your child at 11.45am
and return them at 12.15pm, giving them lunch
offsite.
Government funding is meant to cover the delivery of early education and
care only. This means that childcare providers are allowed to charge for
additional goods, services and activities. We ask you to provide a packed
lunch for your child and therefore only have to cover the cost of staffing at
lunch time.

What does lunchtime look like?
Reception

In Reception children have dinner in the infant hall.
They go in at 11.45am before the rest of the school
which gives them chance to eat their dinner while
the hall is still quiet. They sit with their friends
and their teachers will help them. After dinner they
play outside on the infant yard with their friends.

In Reception children have a menu
they can choose from, parents can
choose what their child would like
online, this works well as you know
what your child eats and doesn’t
eat! Above is a sample menu, we
will always let you know if your
child doesn’t eat their dinner.

How do I apply for free
school meals?

In Reception, Year One and Year Two
children all get free school meals
under the government’s Infant Free
School Meal scheme.
However if you think you do fit the
criteria for free school meals, we
encourage you to apply now for the
future. This will ensure that on any
school trips or days out, a packed
lunch will be provided by school.
You are able to apply online through
the Bury Council website.

How do I apply for 30 Free
Hours Funding in Nursery?

This is the website where you need
to apply for 30 Hour Free Childcare
- https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

How do I apply for Before
and After School Club?
Before and After School Club is only
available for Reception aged pupils, not
Nursery currently.
If you would like a place in ‘Beadies’
please complete the form (sent home in
your induction pack) or ask the office for
a form.
Alternatively you can email your enquiry
here –
beadies@sjsb.co.uk

How will I know if my child
has settled?

Can my child
bring a teddy on
the first day?
Yes – if your child
would like to bring a
toy from home for
comfort on their first
day, this is fine.

At St Joseph and St Bede we use an online
learning journal called Tapestry. It is how we
log your child’s learning and it is also a great
way to keep you informed about what your
child is up to. Once you have signed up you
will be able to see videos, photos and
comments about your child’s learning.
You can also upload what they have been up
to at home for us to see!

Here is an example of an observation

What does my child need before
starting school?
Please ensure your child
has a pair of wellies that
can stay in school. We
play out in all weathers,
so please make sure your
child has a waterproof
coat with a hood.

Please bring a water bottle
every day, ensure that
your child’s name is
visible on it.

Reception –
Please only use a school
book bag not a rucksack,
these will not fit in trays.
These are available from
the school office.

Nursery –
Please ensure you bring a
lunch box with your
child’s name on.

Please make sure everything has your child’s name on, all uniform, coat, shoes, wellies, book bags,
water bottles and lunch boxes.

