
SUBJECT PROGRESSION: Geography 

 

AIMS: Geography enables children to gain substantive and disciplinary knowledge and understanding of places; locality, United Kingdom and in the world, which are built 

upon yearly. They understand key physical and human geographical features of the world and how they change over time. This will increase children’s knowledge of other 

cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country. Young Geographers will be able to know 

and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and global level. Developing empathy for social justice and human rights. Through Laudato Si, children will 

understand sustainable development and have an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means. Children will learn key skills including; how to use, draw and interpret maps, problem 

solving skills, ICT and investigation in the most appropriate way.  

 

 

Geography 
3 – 4 Year Olds Reception 

Communication and Language: 

Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be 

difficult. 

 

Use a wider range of vocabulary. 

 

Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why is there ice in 

Antarctica?” 

 

Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: 

- some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh 

- multisyllabic words such as ‘geographers’, ‘telescope’ or 

‘Antarctica’ 

 

 Use longer sentences of four to six words. 

 

 Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they 

disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as 

actions. 

 

Understanding the World: 

Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 

 

Show interest in different occupations. 

 

Explore how things work. 

 

Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

 

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the 

natural environment and all living things. 

 

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk 

about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos 

Communication and Language: 

Learn new vocabulary and use it throughout the day in different contexts. 

 

Ask questions to find out more. 

 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

 

Connect one idea to another using a range of connectives. 

 

Use talk to help explain how things work and why they might happen. 

 

Engage in non-fiction books. 

 

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 

Understanding the World: 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

 

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 

Draw information from a simple map. 

 

Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

 

Explore the natural world around them. 

 

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

 

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 
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Locational Knowledge 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Name and locate the world’s seven 

continents and five oceans 

 

Name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries 

and capital cities of the United 

Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 

Identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles  

 

- Know about some present changes 

that are happening in the local 

environment e.g. at school 

- suggest ideas for improving the school 

environment 

 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

 

Identify the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

 

 Locate and name the main counties and cities in England. 

Locate main countries in Europe and North or South America. Locate 

and name principal cities.  

 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 

these aspects have changed over time  

 

Compare 2 different regions in UK rural/urban. 

 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones (including day and night. 

 

Linking with History, compare land use maps of UK from past with the 

present. 

 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude/longitude and the 

Greenwich Meridian. Linking with science, time zones, night and day 
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Place Knowledge 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-European 
country - India 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, (Greece and 

Italy) and a region within North or South America. (Amazon) 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a non- European country (Antarctica) and a region within 

North/South America 

(Mexico) 

Human and Physical Geography 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles  

 

use basic geographical vocabulary to 

refer to: Describe key physical features, 

including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather  

 

Describe key human features, including: 

city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour and shop 

Physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 

Human geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

 

explain about natural resources  

-describe how people have been affected by changes in the 

environment  

- how people have affected the environment and caused 

change 

 

Physical geography including coasts, rivers and the water cycle 

including transpiration; climate zones, biomes and vegetation 

belts. Physical features of locations within the UK 

 

Human geography including trade, links to History and Industrial 

Revolution. Land use and settlement in Bury and how it has 

changed over time – link to Victorian Bury/ Victorian Topic and 

Industrial Revolution 

 

Fair/unfair distribution of resources (Fairtrade Fortnight) and links to 

Mexico and the Mayans (Links with History of Chocolate Topic) 
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Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 

as well as the countries, continents and 

oceans studied at this key stage. 

 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, 

East and West) and locational and directional 

language [i.e. near and far; left and right], to 

describe the location of features and routes 

on a map Use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features;  

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key  

 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied  

 

Use the eight points of a compass, map symbols and keys 

(including the use of OS maps) to build their knowledge of 

the UK and the wider world  

 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 

human and physical features in the local area using a range 

of methods, including sketch maps, and plans 

 

- Begin to explore features on OS maps using 4 figure grid 

references and use to explore and build knowledge of their 

location 

 

-Know how the locality is set within a wider geographical 

contexts 

 draw accurate maps with more complex keys  

- plan the steps and strategies for an enquiry – local area 

study 
 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 

Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied  

 

Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure and six figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom in 

the past and present. 

 

 Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of latitude and 

longitude 

 

 Expand map skills to include non-UK countries. Looking at 

Antarctica during Explorers topic 

 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 
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Sticky Vocabulary 
EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 

4 
Year 

5 
Year 6 

Year A                

Autumn 

People Who Help 

Us and Toys 

teacher,  

caretakers, Head 

Teacher, cleaner, 

Police Officer, 

doctor, dentist, 

firefighter, school, 

St Joseph And St 

Bede, Bury, twon 

Spring 

Birds and Monsters 

street, house, 

bungalow, school, 

church, zebra 

crossing, traffic 

lights, bridge 

tunnel, bus 

Summer 

Living and Growing 

and Pirates 

left, right, forwards, 

backwards, above, 

under, map 

Year B                

Autumn 

Superhero’s and 

Festivals 

sun, rain, clouds, 

thunder, lightning, 

warm, cold, 

weather, seasons 

Spring 

Bears and 

Traditional Tales 

polar regions, ice, 

temperature, 

world, globe 

Summer 

Year A                Autumn 

Jurassic World 

North, South, East, West, 

equator, North Pole, South 

Pole, compass, 7 

continent, country, 5 

oceans, beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, 

vegetation, seasons, 

weather 

Summer 

All Creatures Great and 

Small 

landscape, environment, 

river, vegetation, local, 

distance, mountain, 

valley, seasonal, United 

Kingdom, Spain, sketch 

map, key, polar, desert 

Year B                Autumn 

Quests and Journeys 

United Kingdom, Europe, 7 

continents, 5 oceans, 

locational language – 

near/far, transport, lorry, 

bus, car, autumn, winter, 

seasons, journey, travel, 

long, town, settlement, 

England, Scotland, 

Northern Island, Wales, 

city, village, town, London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, 

wind, snow, rain, hail, fog, 

dry, wet, address, map, 

sketch map, North, East, 

South, West 

Summer 

Explorers 

Summer, near, far, beach, 

sea, port, aerial view, cliff, 

hill, harbour, Irish Sea, 

Year A                Autumn 
Technology Then and Now 

8 compass points, North East, 
North West, South East, South 

West, continent, country, human, 
physical, hemisphere, weather, 

mountain, environment, 
settlement, city, land use 

Summer 
Rivers: Near and Far 

tropical, ox-bow lake, spring 
(water), evaporation, 

precipitation, condensation, 
hemisphere, scale, distance, grid 
reference, settlement patterns, 

river, equator, land use, canopy, 
contour, height, valley, erosion, 

deposition, transportation, 
mouth, source, transport, 

diagram, native/ indigenous, 
tropic of cancer and Capricorn, 
4 figure grid reference (moving 
to 6), deforestation, physical, 

human, water cycle 
Year B                Autumn 
Our Dangerous World 

Longitude, latitude, humid, 
satellite, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, magma, 

tectonic plates, equator, 
northern and southern 
hemispheres, weather,  

continent, country, physical and 
human features, United 

Kingdom, 4 countries and capital 
cities, compare and contrast 

Spring 
Our Changing Earth 

climate zone, sustainable, natural 
resources, polytunnel, organic 

farming,  allotment, global 
warming, greenhouse gases, 

deforestation, pollution, 
greenhouse effect, sustainable 

 

Year A                Autumn 

Rivers and Mountains and WW1 

height, valley, erosion, deposition, 

transportation, delta, water cycle, 

flood plain, meander, surface, sea 

level, mouth, source, ground water, 

terrain, deposition, tributary, 

confluence, vegetation belts, 

biomes, vegetation belts, climate 

zone, tropical, ox-bow lake, spring 

(water), evaporation, vegetation 

belt, water cycle, coastal features, 

erosion, arch, stack 

Spring 

Victorians and Journey’s 

Population, precipitation, time 

zone,, Arctic, Antarctic, Greenwich 

meridian, latitude, longitude, Tropic 

of Cancer and Capricorn, polar, 

land use, longitude, latitude, arctic 

and Antarctic circle, 

Summer 

Global Issues and Anglo-Saxons 

Climate zones, time zone, 

immigrant, ordinance survey, scale, 

symbols, land use, congestion, 

features, industry, topographical 

features, land use, sketch map, 8 

compass points, 6 figure grid 

reference (4 figure recap) 

Demographic, Migration, 

Immigration, Population, Push and 

Pull factors, 

Year B 

Autumn: Women who changed the 

world 

North America, contrasting, 

physical and human features, 

settlement, economic land use, 

trade, natural resources, import, 

export 
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Animals and  Water 

jungle, rainforest, 

habitat, ocean, 

sea, ocean, 

beach, sand 

 

North Sea, English 

Channel, coast, 

temperature, farms, 

factories, shops – land use, 

environment 

 

Hunted and Bitter Chocolate 

survey, questionnaire, renewable, 

import, export, tropical, 

subterranean, climate zone, 

vegetation belt, biomes, fairtrade, 

climatic zones, South America, 

congestion, pollution 

 


